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Many years ago, there was a very mean 
king named Antiochus. He was the king 
of the Yevanim.
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Some of the Jews were very angry 
and wanted to fight back, because they 
knew that there is only one Hashem.

These Jews were called Maccabim and 
their leader was Yehudah Hamaccabee.
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The Jewish People 
did not stop learning Torah.

When the soldiers came by, the 
Jewish People hid their sefarim 
and played dreidel to trick them.
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The Jews worked very hard to clean 
the Beit Hamikdash, so they could 
use it again.

©Walder

He even put a pig and idols into 
the Beit Hamikdash.
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They searched and searched. Finally, they 
found one sealed jar of pure olive oil, but 
there was only enough to last for one day.
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He did not want the Jews to do mitzvot 
and learn Torah.
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Even though there were many more Yevanim 
than Maccabim, Yehudah Hamaccabee and his 
army pushed Antiochus and the Yevanim out of 
the Beit Hamikdash.

©Walder

Antiochus told the Jewish People to stop 
davening to Hashem. He told them to 
worship only idols.
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When they were finished, they went to light 
the Menorah, but they could not find any 
sealed jars of pure olive oil.
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Matityahu, the Kohein was very angry. 
He told the soldiers that the Jewish People 
would only daven to Hashem.
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They lit the Menorah with the pure olive 
oil that they had found. Hashem made a 
neis for them, and the oil lasted for eight 
days even though there was only enough 
to last for one day.
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